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and it has two gun stations amidships in the upper
part of the hull. It also carries a rack of bombs on
a sort of yard-arm which can be swung outwards
through a hatch in the side of the hull when the
time for bombing comes.   It has plenty of living
space for its crew of six. This allows sleeping and
cooking facilities to be provided.   The top speed
of the Sunderland is 210 m.p.h. and, with full
military load, it can carry enough fuel for a flight of
2,800 miles. That means that it can go out from a
home port, locate shipping 500 miles out in the
Atlantic, and keep a fatherly eye on the convoy for
eight or nine hours before it has to start its journey
back.   That represents patrol and reconnaissance
work at its highest. In lesser degree, all the machines
of the Coastal Command have duty of a similar
kind to perform. They link up home defence with
the work of the Navy in defending the sea routes
and  in  resisting  attempts  to  break the  British
blockade or to impose a blockade by means of
submarine and aeroplane on Great Britain. As the
Fighter Command deals with threats by air to
British soil, so the Coastal Command deals with
threats by sea, as an associate and companion of
those naval forces which operate in the narrow seas.
Army Co-operation
The Army, like the Navy, and the Air Force,
needs air reconnaissance, and especially trained
squadrons of the R.A.F. have been available for
the service of the Army ever since the last war.
But the modern Army needs more than reconnais-
sance from the Air Arm, It needs fighters to save it
from interference by enemy bombers and it needs